Nation-level mean scores on Traditional/Secular-rational and

Survival/Self-expression values dimensions, 1981 – 2007
(wave 1=1981, wave 2=1990, wave 3= 1995, wave 4= 2000, wave 5= 2006)

	nation & wave
	Trad Rat values
	Surv Self values

	Albania 3
	.52
	-1.56

	Albania 4
	.07
	-1.14

	Algeria 4
	-1.48
	-.74

	Andorra 5
	.80
	1.62

	Argentina 1
	.00
	-.30

	Argentina 2
	-.46
	.03

	Argentina 3
	-.60
	.71

	Argentina 4
	-.95
	.36

	Argentina 5
	-.66
	.38

	Armenia 3
	.55
	-1.31

	Australia 1
	-.34
	1.14

	Australia 3
	-.18
	1.96

	Australia 5
	.21
	1.75

	Austria 2
	.23
	.80

	Austria 4
	.25
	1.43

	Azerbaijan 3
	-.14
	-1.38

	Bangladesh 3
	-1.24
	-1.10

	Bangladesh 4
	-1.21
	-.93

	Belarus 2
	.93
	-1.12

	Belarus 3
	.67
	-1.72

	Belarus 4
	.89
	-1.23

	Belgium 1
	.09
	.08

	Belgium 2
	.40
	.77

	Belgium 4
	.50
	1.13

	Bosnia 3
	.09
	-.56

	Bosnia 4
	.34
	-.65

	Brazil 2
	-.95
	-.38

	Brazil 3
	-1.29
	.02

	Brazil 5
	-.98
	.61

	Britain 1
	-.25
	.95

	Britain 2
	.08
	1.13

	Britain 3
	.08
	1.24

	Britain 4
	.29
	1.31

	Britain 5
	.06
	1.68

	Bulgaria 2
	1.28
	-1.33

	Bulgaria 3
	.90
	-1.23

	Bulgaria 4
	1.15
	-1.52

	Bulgaria 5
	1.13
	-1.01

	BurkinaFas 5
	-1.32
	-.49

	Canada 1
	-.52
	1.04

	Canada 2
	.07
	1.31

	Canada 4
	-.16
	1.72

	Canada 5
	-.26
	1.91

	Chile 2
	-1.10
	-.20

	Chile 3
	-.81
	-.08

	Chile 4
	-.87
	.12

	Chile 5
	-.87
	.00

	China 2
	1.79
	-1.13

	China 3
	.79
	-1.23

	China 4
	1.20
	-.93

	China 5
	.80
	-1.16

	Colombia 3
	-1.71
	.34

	Colombia 4
	-1.67
	.68

	Colombia 5
	-1.87
	.60

	Croatia 3
	.72
	-.51

	Croatia 4
	.08
	.31

	Cyprus 5
	-.56
	.13

	Czech 2
	1.24
	-.11

	Czech 3
	1.07
	.33

	Czech 4
	1.23
	.38

	Denmark 1
	1.60
	1.44

	Denmark 2
	1.25
	1.20

	Denmark 4
	1.16
	1.87

	Domin. Rep 3
	-1.05
	.33

	E Germany 2
	1.06
	.60

	E Germany 3
	1.74
	.58

	E Germany 5
	1.46
	.26

	E. Germany 4
	1.44
	.42

	Egypt 4
	-1.69
	-.64

	Egypt 4
	-1.61
	-.46

	El Salvador 4
	-2.06
	.53

	Estonia 2
	1.30
	-.88

	Estonia 3
	1.27
	-1.30

	Estonia 4
	1.27
	-1.19

	Ethiopia 5
	-.65
	-.36

	Finland 1
	.63
	.82

	Finland 2
	1.21
	1.26

	Finland 3
	.68
	1.01

	Finland 4
	.84
	.94

	Finland 5
	.82
	1.12

	France 1
	.54
	.13

	France 2
	.38
	.71

	France 4
	.52
	.94

	France 5
	.63
	1.13

	Galicia 3
	-.04
	1.34

	Georgia 3
	-.04
	-1.31

	Ghana 3
	-1.66
	-.05

	Ghana 5
	-1.94
	-.29

	Greece 4
	.77
	.55

	Guatemala 4
	-1.70
	-.17

	Hong Kong 5
	1.20
	-.98

	Hungary 1
	.17
	-1.07

	Hungary 2
	.46
	-1.06

	Hungary 3
	.79
	-.77

	Hungary 4
	.40
	-1.22

	Iceland 1
	.01
	.83

	Iceland 2
	.27
	1.12

	Iceland 4
	.44
	1.63

	India 2
	-.49
	-.91

	India 3
	-.54
	-.69

	India 4
	-.52
	-.60

	India 5
	-.36
	-.21

	Indonesia 4
	-1.07
	-.50

	Indonesia 5
	-.47
	-.80

	Iran 3
	-1.40
	-.34

	Iran 4
	-1.22
	-.45

	Iraq 5
	-.40
	-1.68

	Ireland 1
	-.92
	.59

	Ireland 2
	-1.10
	1.00

	Ireland 4
	-.91
	1.18

	Israel 4
	.26
	.36

	Italy 1
	.18
	-.60

	Italy 2
	.11
	.53

	Italy 4
	.19
	.85

	Italy 5
	.13
	.60

	Japan 1
	1.41
	-.41

	Japan 2
	1.62
	-.12

	Japan 3
	1.79
	.37

	Japan 4
	1.91
	.54

	Japan 5
	1.96
	-.05

	Jordan 3
	-1.46
	-.97

	Jordan 4
	-1.61
	-1.05

	Kyrgyz 4
	-.15
	-.91

	Latvia 2
	1.21
	-.60

	Latvia 3
	1.33
	-.89

	Latvia 4
	.72
	-1.27

	Lithuania 2
	.68
	-.64

	Lithuania 3
	.96
	-1.45

	Lithuania 4
	.98
	-1.00

	Luxemburg 4
	.42
	1.13

	Macedonia 3
	.31
	-1.02

	Macedonia 4
	.12
	-.72

	Malaysia 5
	-.73
	.09

	Mali 5
	-1.25
	-.08

	Malta 99
	-1.53
	-.03

	Mexico 1
	-1.15
	-.26

	Mexico 2
	-.30
	.09

	Mexico 3
	-.81
	.30

	Mexico 4
	-1.47
	.53

	Mexico 5
	-1.47
	1.03

	Moldova 3
	.36
	-1.91

	Moldova 4
	.46
	-1.69

	Moldova 5
	.47
	-1.28

	Montenegro 3
	.58
	-1.12

	Montenegro 4
	.86
	-1.24

	Morocco 4
	-1.64
	-1.09

	Morocco 5
	-1.32
	-1.04

	Moscow 2
	1.44
	-.79

	N Ireland 1
	-.78
	-.06

	N. Ireland 4
	-.33
	.84

	N.Ireland 2
	-.86
	.80

	Neth’lands 1
	.73
	.90

	Neth’lands 2
	.77
	1.99

	Neth’lands 4
	.84
	1.94

	Neth’lands 5
	.71
	1.39

	N. Zealand 3
	.20
	1.78

	N. Zealand 5
	.00
	1.86

	Nigeria 2
	-1.62
	-.68

	Nigeria 3
	-1.58
	-.68

	Nigeria 4
	-1.53
	.28

	Norway 1
	.89
	.53

	Norway 2
	1.17
	.79

	Norway 3
	1.31
	1.33

	Norway 5
	1.39
	2.17

	Pakistan 3
	-1.39
	-.52

	Pakistan 4
	-1.42
	-1.25

	Peru 3
	-1.26
	-.18

	Peru 4
	-1.36
	.03

	Philipines 3
	-1.38
	-.12

	Phillipines 4
	-1.21
	-.11

	Poland 2
	-.81
	-.27

	Poland 3
	-.47
	-.41

	Poland 4
	-.43
	-.60

	Poland 5
	-.78
	-.14

	Portugal 2
	-.21
	-.43

	Portugal 4
	-.90
	.49

	Puerto Rico 3
	-2.01
	.81

	Puerto Rico 4
	-2.07
	1.12

	Romania 2
	.24
	-1.18

	Romania 3
	.36
	-1.26

	Romania 4
	-.28
	-1.60

	Romania 5
	-.39
	-1.55

	Russia 2
	1.09
	-1.34

	Russia 3
	.87
	-1.85

	Russia 4
	1.09
	-1.88

	Russia 5
	.49
	-1.42

	Rwanda 5
	-1.57
	-.62

	S Africa 1
	-.53
	-.40

	S Africa 2
	-.92
	-.46

	S Africa 3
	-1.26
	-.46

	S Africa 5
	-1.09
	-.10

	S Korea 1
	1.08
	-.74

	S Korea 2
	1.11
	-.65

	S Korea 3
	.96
	-.64

	S Korea 5
	.61
	-1.37

	S.Africa 4
	-1.12
	-.10

	S.Korea 4
	1.13
	-.55

	Saudi Arab. 4
	-1.31
	.15

	Serbia 3
	.84
	-1.05

	Serbia 4
	.65
	-1.03

	Serbia 5
	.35
	-.62

	Singapore
	-.54
	-.28

	Slovakia 2
	.75
	-.82

	Slovakia 3
	.41
	-.27

	Slovakia 4
	.67
	-.43

	Slovenia 2
	.64
	-.62

	Slovenia 3
	.69
	-.04

	Slovenia 4
	.95
	.38

	Slovenia 5
	.73
	.36

	Spain 1
	-.26
	-.52

	Spain 2
	-.06
	.20

	Spain 3
	-.37
	.47

	Spain 4
	.12
	.51

	Spain 5
	.09
	.54

	Sweden 1
	1.20
	.85

	Sweden 2
	1.17
	1.54

	Sweden 3
	1.49
	1.99

	Sweden 4
	1.67
	2.09

	Sweden 5
	1.86
	2.35

	Switzerland 2
	.19
	1.11

	Switzerland 3
	.82
	1.35

	Switzerland 5
	.74
	1.90

	Taiwan 3
	.66
	-.81

	Taiwan 5
	1.16
	-1.18

	Tanzania 4
	-1.84
	-.15

	Thailand 5
	-.64
	.01

	Trinidad 5
	-1.83
	-.26

	Turkey 2
	-.89
	-.17

	Turkey 3
	-1.13
	.28

	Turkey 4
	-.86
	-.34

	Turkey 5
	-.89
	-.33

	Uganda 1
	-1.42
	-.50

	Ukraine 3
	.84
	-1.83

	Ukraine 4
	.90
	-1.72

	Ukraine 5
	.30
	-.83

	Uruguay 3
	-.21
	.48

	Uruguay 5
	-.37
	.99

	USA 1
	-.83
	.68

	USA 2
	-.68
	1.35

	USA 3
	-.89
	1.62

	USA 4
	-.52
	1.59

	USA 5
	-.81
	1.76

	Venezuela 3
	-1.82
	.35

	Venezuela 4
	-1.60
	.43

	Vietnam 4
	-.68
	.22

	Vietnam 5
	-.30
	-.26

	W Germany 1
	.83
	-.07

	W Germany 2
	1.23
	.69

	W Germany 3
	1.55
	1.52

	W Germany 5
	1.31
	.74

	W.Germany 4
	1.17
	.44

	Zambia 5
	-.77
	-.62

	Zimbabwe 4
	-1.50
	-1.36


For details see Ronald Inglehart and Christian Welzel, Modernization, Cultural Change and Democracy New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005.

The World Values Surveys were designed to measure all major areas of human concern, from religion to politics to economic and social life.  It turns out that two dimensions dominate the picture: (1) Traditional vs. Secular-rational values and (2)  Survival vs. Self-expression values.   These two dimensions explain more than 70 percent of the cross-cultural variance on scores of more specific values.
Traditional/Secular-rational values dimension reflects the contrast between societies in which religion is very important and those in which it is not. A wide range of other orientations are closely linked with this dimension. Societies near the traditional pole emphasize the importance of parent-child ties and deference to authority, along with absolute standards and traditional family values, and reject divorce, abortion, euthanasia, and suicide. These societies have high levels of national pride, and a nationalistic outlook. Societies with secular-rational values have the opposite preferences on all of these topics. 

The second major dimension of cross-cultural variation is linked with the transition from industrial society to post-industrial societies, which brings a polarization between Survival and Self-​expression values. The unprecedented wealth that has accumulated in advanced societies during the past generation means that an unprecedented share of the population has grown up taking survival for granted. Thus, priorities have shifted from an emphasis on economic and physical security above all, toward increasing emphasis on subjective well-being, self-expression and the quality of life. 

